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DETAILED ACTION 



In response to applicant's amendment dated February 3, 2003 

Claim Objections 
1 . Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) The claim recites the limitation "the foundation" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 



Claim 2: The claim recites the limitation "wherein the axle measurement lifting device is 
arranged on the first lifting stage". This limitation is confusing because claim 1 states that the 
axle measurement lifting device includes a first stage and a second stage. Fig. 4 shows that the 
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wher e,„ the .^mmm^ is arranged on «« « »— 
Appropriate correction is required. 

, ifti „g stage is pari ofthe c,ai m ed "lifting devices disptaceably synchronously". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

claim 4 . The — "means for reverb — the ln» * <« 
liftjjgjriye" is — . >- appears tha, — • - — * — * 

actuating the lifting drive for the first lifting stage- 
Appropriate correction is required. 

C, a , m s 5 -7are,e,ec t eddue«o fl teirdepe n de n cv„„c,a im s3and4,respec,.ve ly . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

uonfisiISC 102 that form the 

4 „wi„g.is^^^^ 

oasis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



5. Claims 1, 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hendrix 
(U.S. 6,115,927). 

Hendrix discloses a measuring device for use with vehicles, as shown in Fig. 2, having: 

- a vehicle lift platform; 

- a camera 1 6 (axle measuring unit); 

- a stand 50 (axle measurement lifting device) adjacent an end of the vehicle lift 
platform, the stand 50 (axle measurement lifting device) comprising at least first and 
second lifting stages; 

- adjustment knobs 54 as means for actuating the lifting stages reversibly 
independiintly of each other;_and 

- wherein the camera 16 (axle measuring unit) is arranged on the first lifting stage. 
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With respect to the method steps: The method steps are met during the normal operation 
of the device stated above. 



Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendrix (U.S. 
6,1 15,927) in view of Naruse et al. (U.S. 6,256,894) [hereinafter Naruse]. 

Hendrix discloses all the subject matter claimed above in paragraph 5 with the exception 
of the specific type of the vehicle lift platform. 

With respect to the specific type of the vehicle lift platform: Naruse discloses a wheel 
alignment measuring apparatus, as shown in Fig. 4, having a main lifting apparatus 10 in the 
form of a scissors platform. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill-in the art at the time-lhe-invention was madeTc i replace the pTaffdrm used by Hendrix with a 
scissors platform as taught by Naruse in order to provide and alternate type of platform which 
will perform the same function, if one is replaced wit the other, of lifting a vehicle. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 3-7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Claims 9, 10 and 12-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Wanner, Masui and Wakamiya disclose vehicle lift platforms having two lifting 
stages. VanLierop, Traficant and Wolk et al. ('857) disclose scissors-type lifting platforms. 
Chisum discloses a chassis measurement apparatus. Chisum and Hamilton et al. ( fi 443) disclose 
vehicle alignment systems. Knestel discloses an apparatus for measuring the position of wheels. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeline Gonzalez whose telephone number is (703) 308-7004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:30), alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (703) 308-3875. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7724 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3431 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



MG 

April 18, 2003 

Diego F.F. Gutierrez 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 




